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Ricardo Villalobos/ 
Max Loderbauer
Re:ECM
ECM 2211/12

We’ve all grown up with ECM, our 
Pat Metheny, Keith Jarrett and Jan 
Garbarek albums are sacred tabulae 
that prove beyond doubt that perfect 
sound is achievable. I put on these 
CD’s with apprehension and was 
wonderfully surprised. 

The sounds of such ECM giants 
as Miroslav Vitous, Paul Motian, John 
Abercrombie, Arvo Part and Paul 
Giger are looped,sampled,remixed 
and recycled. In case of heresy 
Manfred Eicher himself supervized the 
mastering in Munich in order to make 
“the optimum sound experience that 
made no compromises where sound 
is concerned!”

The beauty of this is where 
the duo isolate voices,choirs and 
instruments. A single harp, female 
voice, bell or drum can haunt you for 
ten minutes or more. Villalobos used 
to make long DJ sets with Arvo Part 
records in Berlin but this is no mere 
sampling or a chunk dropped into a 
drum mix. Its entire two discs were 
live mixed using a mixing board and a 
modular synthesizer which generated 
sound loops which generated 
electronic improvisation. It’s an 
absolute triumph and deserves wide 
recognition. Superb. MP

Joe Lovano 
Folk Art
Pure Pleasure/Blue Note BST91528

Joe Lovano has one of the most 
celebrated tenor players of the last 
couple decades, winning Grammy’s 
and jazz polls year after year. So it 
came as a delightful surprise to see 
his outstanding 2009 Blue Note 
release getting the audiophile vinyl 
treatment. Lovano plays here with 
his group Us Five, consisting of hot 
bassist Esperanza Spaulding, pianist 
James Weidman (who earned his 
chops playing with Abbey Lincoln) 
and the two drummers Otis Brown III 
and Francisco Mela. This is restless, 
progressive music and the musicians 
play at a remarkable level. In other 
words, contemporary jazz doesn’t 
really get much better than this. I’ve 
always hoped that one day Lovano’s 
releases would be see the light of vinyl, 
as his high pitched tone plays into the 
worst of digital sound at times. And 
to make things better, the tapes for 
this session are all analogue. Sean 
Magee remastered the tapes for LP 
at Abbey Road Studios and they 
are a vast improvement over the CD 
original. The CD sound leaves much 
to be desired, with a somewhat two 
dimensional perspective, and the horn 
tone a bit harsh. With the LP the tone 
and stage depth are vastly improved. 
This is aided in part by the two-disc 
treatment, which uses side four to toss 
in an unreleased cut. Bravo! DD
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Sonny Rollins
Newk’s Time
Music Matters/Blue Note 84001

Sandwiched between the eponymous 
volumes 1 and 2 and the Village 
Vanguard live recordings, Newk’s Time 
is a solid bop/blowing session, with 
backing by Wynton Kelly, Doug Watkins 
and Philly Joe Jones. This studio 
session was cut in 1957, the same 
year as the Vanguard live sessions (and 
Way Out West on Contemporary) and 
only a year after Tenor Madness and 
Saxophone Colossus. So this is Sonny 
at the peak of his powers, and while this 
Newk’s Time may not quite reach the 
peak of some of these masterpieces it 
is prime Sonny Rollins and a welcome 
addition to the reissue program. If there 
is any question about how good this 
record is, listen to side 3, all of which 
is devoted to Sonny’s duet with Jones 
on Surrey With The Fringe On Top—it’s 
worth the price of admission on its own. 
Once again, Kevin Gray and Steve 
Hoffman have taken Rudy Van Gelder’s 
recording and freshened it up, making 
it sound better than ever. Before these 
45 RPM releases, the only way you 
could understand the sound of Sonny’s 
horn was at a live concert. No more! 
And just listen to the bass on Blues 
For Philly! As always, Music Matters 
packages these two slabs of fabulous 
vinyl in a foldout jacket filled inside with 
Francis Wolff photo sessions. A very 
welcome addition to the Music Matters 
collection. DD
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